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DETAILED ACTION 



Response To Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see applicant's remarks, filed on 02/21/2007, with respect 
to the rejection(s) of claims 1-45 under 35 U.S.C § 102(b) and 35 U.S.C § 103(a) have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Milenkovic (U.S PUB. 2005/0145688). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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3. Claims 1, 5, 10, 13, 17, 21, 26, 28-29, 32, 34-35, 38, and 40 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Milenkovic (U.S PUB. 2005/0145688). 

Consider claims 1,17 and 38, Milenkovic teaches making an asset apparent to 
an individual, comprising: a receiver for receiving a request directly from a wireless 
communication device for having the asset make itself apparent and providing the 
request to a processor (fig. 1 1 page 1 1 [0149]-[0151]); the processor for receiving the 
request, for determining how to make the asset apparent (fig. 4 page 6 [0076]); and for 
generating a command to make the asset apparent (fig. 4 page 6 [0081]); and an 
interface for providing the command to a device on the asset, the device for making the 
asset apparent to the individual (page 11 [0155]-[0156]). 

Consider claim 10, Milenkovic teaches wireless communication device for 
making an asset apparent to an individual, comprising: an input for allowing the 
individual to enter an identification code corresponding to the asset (page 8 [0107]); a 
processor for receiving the input and generating a request to make the asset apparent, 
the request including the identification code (fig. 4 page 6 [0081]); and a transmitter for 
transmitting the request to the asset (fig. 1 1 page 1 1 [0149]-[0151]). 

Consider claim 13, 28 and 34, Milenkovic further teaches an output for providing 
a list of available appetency actions that the asset is able to perform to the individual 
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(page 5 [0060]); the input further for allowing the individual to select one of the available 
appetency actions (page 2 [0029]); wherein the processor is further for generating the 
request based on the selected one of available, appetency actions (page 2 [0029] and 
[0030]). 

Consider claims 5, 21, and 40, Milenkovic teaches processor generates a list of 
available appetency actions in response to receiving request and further comprises a 
transmitter for transmitting the list of available appetency actions to a remote entity 
actions (page 5 [0060]); wherein receiver receives a second request for making asset 
apparent, second request comprising a selected appetency action from list of available 
appetency actions (page 5 [0060]). 

Consider claims 26 and 32, Milenkovic teaches signal-bearing medium tangibly 
embodying a program of machine-readable instructions executable by a digital 
processing to perform a method for making an asset apparent, method comprising 
operations of: receiving an identification code corresponding to asset (page 8 [0107]); 
generating a request to make asset apparent (fig. 4 page 6 [0081]); and transmitting 
request to asset corresponding to identification code over a wireless communication 
network (fig. 11 page 11 [0149]-[0151]). 
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Consider claims 29 and 35, Milenkovic further teaches a receiver for receiving 
the list of available appetency actions from a remote entity (page 5 [0060]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-4, 6-9, 11-12, 13-14, 18-20, 22-23, 28, 34, 39, and 42-43 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Milenkovic in view of Keillor et al. 
(US PAT. 5,917,433 hereinafter, "Keillor"). 

Consider claims 2 and 18, Milenkovic teaches making as asset apparent. An 
individual wishing to locate an asset using an identification code corresponding to the 
asset. 

Milenkovic does not explicitly show that the device comprises illumination 
circuitry. 

In the same field of endeavor, Keillor teaches the device comprises illumination 
circuitry (col. 7 lines 55-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use, the device comprises illumination circuitry, as 
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taught by Keillor, in order to provide an asset monitoring system and associated method 
for tracking a container so as to identify the location of the container even after the 
container has been electrically untethered from an external power source. 

Consider claims 3 and 19, Keillor further teaches the device comprises audio 
control circuitry (col. 7 lines 55-65). 

Consider claims 4, 20 and 39, Keillor further teaches request comprises a 
selected appetency action and processor generates command based on selected 
appetency action (col. 10 lines 47-64). 

Consider claims 6, 22, and 42, Keillor further teaches a timer for providing an 
elapsed time to processor for determining whether the asset was located prior to 
expiration of a predetermined amount of time for locating the asset (col. 3 lines 45-54). 

Consider claims 7, 23 and 43, Keillor further teaches processor generates a 
message indicative of whether the asset was located prior to expiration of the 
predetermined amount of time (col. 13 lines 1-25), wherein apparatus further comprises 
a transmitter for transmitting the message to a remote entity (col. 13 lines 26-35). 

Consider claims 8, 24 and 44, Keillor further teaches a timer for determining the 
current time of day and providing the current time of day to the processor for using the 
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current time of day for determining a way in which to make the asset apparent (col. 1 1 
lines 39-48). 

Consider claims 9, 25 and 45, Keillor further teaches a position sensor for 
determining a location of the asset (col. 1 line 58 through col. 2 Iine2); wherein request 
comprises a location of an individual requesting that the asset make itself apparent (col. 
4 lines 23-32), and processor is further for using the location of the asset and the 
location of the individual for determining a way in which to make the asset apparent (col. 
15 lines 40-50). 

Consider claim 1 1 , Keillor further teaches transmitter comprises a cellular 
transmitter (col. 9 lines 15-33). 

Consider claim 12, Keillor further teaches the input is further for receiving a 
selected method of asset appetency and wherein the request further comprises the 
selected method (col. 10 lines 47-64). 

Consider claim 14, Milenkovic further teaches a receiver for receiving the list of 
available appetency actions from a remote entity (page 5 [0060]). 

Consider claim 15, Keillor further teaches a position detector for determining a 
current location of the wireless communication device (col. 3 lines 36-44); wherein the 
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request further comprises the current location of the wireless device for use in 
determining an appetency action (col. 1 line 58 through col. 2 line 2). 

Consider claim 16, Keillor further teaches a timer for determining the current time 
of day (col. 1 1 lines 39-48); wherein the request further comprises the current time of 
day for use in determining an appetency action (col. 11 lines 39-48). 

Consider claims 27 and 33, Keillor further teaches operations of: receiving a 
selected appetency method from a requesting individual (col. 10 lines 47-64); wherein 
the operation of generating a request to make asset apparent comprises the operation 
of including selected appetency method along with request (col. 10 lines 47-64). 

Consider claims 30 and 36, Keillor further teaches operations of: determining a 
current location of the signal-bearing medium (col. 3 lines 36-44); wherein the operation 
of generating a request to make said asset apparent comprises the operation of 
including said current location of the signal-bearing medium for use in determining an 
appetency action (col. 1 line 58 through col. 2 line 2). 

Consider claims 31 and 37, Keillor further teaches operations of: determining the 
current time of day (col. 1 1 lines 39-48); wherein the operation of generating a request 
to make said asset apparent comprises the operation of including said time of day for 
use in determining an appetency action (col. 1 1 lines 39-48). 
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Consider claim 41 , Keillor further teaches determining an elapsed time since the 
request was received (col. 3 lines 45-54); determining whether the asset was located 
prior to expiration of a predetermined amount of time (col. 3 lines 45-54). 



Conclusion 



6. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop (Explanation, e.g., Amendment or After-final, etc.) 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Facsimile responses should be faxed to: 

(571)273-8300 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22313 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan H. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8329. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00Am - 5:00Pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Maung Nay A. can be reached on (571)272-7882882. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 



Information Consider the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



273-8300. 



Tuan Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2618 
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